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[Pedro,   Indian,   precis   of his   deposition,   Cartagena,
February 16, 1587]

(p.

Summary of the deposition made by Pedro, Indian, native of the
province of La Margarita, prisoner in the city of Cartagena on the
main, in the confession received from him on February 16, 1587,
by Don Pedro de Lodefia, governor and captain general of the said
city and its province, before Francisco de Hoyos, His Majesty's
notary.
He said that he has been with Francis Drake, the English corsair,
for twelve years, and that he fell into his power because the captain
of three French ships captured him at La Margarita (of which
island he is a native), from whom Francis Drake took him when he
went to the Indies for the first time, in order that he might act as his
interpreter with the Indians, for deponent knows English and
Spanish and the language of the Indians of La Margarita, where he
was born.
He left London with the corsair and went to Cape Verde and to
Santo Domingo and to Cartagena, and in all three places was with
him. When he started the Englishman had twenty vessels and on the
way took another English ship and in Santo Domingo he took four.
In Cartagena the Englishman ordered the Indian to remain
ashore and to become a muleteer and learn the roads of the realm
and find out whence they got the gold and silver and to await him
there, for this year he would return and take the place. He bade him
await him at night at Canoa Point, for he would make a signal with
a light, at sight of which the Indian was to go down to the Point, to
which the Englishman would send a pinnace to fetch him. If there
were no galleons in the harbour of Cartagena he would enter the
port immediately and take the city. (p. 2) .
He heard Francis Drake himself say that he would remain at
Cartagena and would send his vice-admiral to burn Panama, for
he would bring many more men than the first time; and that he
would bring 50 ships, and on entering Cartagena would not land
men at Canoa Point, because there are Indians along the way who
might discover him before he arrived. He stated that the vice-
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